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Now try what works!

I F  Y O U  W A N T  T O  S E L L  Y O U R  B O AT

OUR PROGRAM OFFERS YOU

IT’S TIME TO FACE THE FACTS!

• For Sale signs on the boat • Ads in the newspaper week after week  
• Bulletin boards at work and the supermarket  • Word of mouth 

• Asking your marina to sell it for you  • Begging your "friend" to buy it

We are Exclusively Used Boats  • We are Open 7 Days a Week 
• We are Advertised in Major Publications

We are On the Internet (www.boatmax.com) 
• We Have Buyers at our Locations Everyday

We Have Extended Warranties Available for Buyers 
• We Have Competitive Financing & Insurance Available for Buyers

The BoatMax On-Premise Brokerage Program
A Professional Marketing System...

• FREE IN PROGRAM STORAGE 
• FREE HAULING • FREE APPRAISAL 

• FREE WEB LISTING WITH COLOR PHOTO

150 City Island Avenue • City Island, NY 10464

WWW.BOATMAX.COM

Used Boats  are our ONLY Business!

Call 1-888-BoatMax

HAVE YOU TRIED?

Tell Your
Friends About
Our Service!!!

Pick-up
Available

F850
Series

500 Series

Good ® Anchor Line
Color Coded for Depth

1/2” & 5/8” dia. x 200’, 300’ & 600’

Automatic Free-Drop
Rope Windlasses

1/2” & 5/8” Models

Good ® Automatic Windlass, Inc.
357 Route 72 - Barnegat, NJ 08005 

PH: 609-698-4402 - 800-780-4655 - Fax: 609-698-3698
Web Site:www.goodwindlass.com

Finally a windlass tough enough for the job!
Depend on a GOOD ® Free-Drop Rope or

Rope/Chain Combination Anchor Windlass

Factory Installation Available at your boat!
(Factory installation available in NJ, DE, MD, NY & PA)

GOOD® WINDLASS
Made in the USA

Durable anodized finish
75 fpm retrieval speed
1/2” or 9/16” line with
5/16” BBB chain
For boats to 5’

Automatic Free-Drop
Rope/Chain Windlasses

Q: Dear Boat Talk: 
I have been shopping for a

boat. I see that there are many dif-
ferent materials used in the con-
struction of boats. Can you discuss
the advantages of each? 

DS, Trumbull CT.

A: Dear DS: 
In today’s boat market the

most common material used in
the construction of boats is fiber-
glass. Fiberglass matting is the
basic material which is infused
with resins to make a strong yet
lightweight structure. The mat-
ting is a woven fiberglass cloth
which is used to build up layers
of thickness depending on the
section of the boat that is being
built. This is normally referred to
as hand-laid fiberglass construc-
tion. The fiberglass mats are sat-
urated with resins, which when
cured, bond the mats together and
retain their shape.

The boat designer builds a
mold which is the opposite of the
finished product. The piece to be
fabricated is built from the out-
side in. That is, the mold first gets
a layer of gelcoat which is the
shiny outer layer. The matting is
laid in next while being infused
with the resin to bind the struc-
ture together. It takes between 24
to 36 hours to cure. Some boat
builders leave the part in the mold
for a couple of days. 

Once cured, the part is
removed from the mold and turned
right-side up. Additional parts of
the boat are made in a similar fash-
ion and then joined to form a com-
pleted boat. 

In the high stress areas of the
boat, additional strengthening may
be needed. Traditionally, wood or
balsa core has been used for this
purpose. The wood is encapsulated
in fiberglass.  If done properly, this

method will last a considerable
amount of time. The problem with
wood is that it could become
exposed to water, which could be
caused by cracks in the gelcoat or
the fiberglass, or by leakage
around fittings.  Once water satu-
rates the wood, the water swells
the wood, further cracking, or de-
laminating, the fiberglass. In some
hulls the wet wood could add a few
hundred to a thousand pounds to
the overall boat weight. 

Some boat builders are now
using composite materials to elim-
inate the wood. The advantage of
composites is that they will not
retain water and gain weight,
thereby keeping the overall struc-
ture intact for a much longer peri-
od of time. 

Aluminum is another com-
mon boat building material usually
found in smaller boats where
weight is a factor. One method of
construction is to rivet the alu-
minum panels together. In larger
boats the aluminum seams may be
welded. Aluminum can react with
salt water if not properly protected.
Special paints are required to bot-
tom paint aluminum boats. 

While there is no overall
“best” material to use for the vari-
ous components of a modern boat,
the best way to determine the qual-
ity of the components of the boat
you are considering is to compare
the materials used with other boats
in its class. 

Address your questions to:

Moriches Boat & Motor
PO Box 658

East Moriches NY 11940

A free subscription to Long Island
Boating World will be awarded

for each question used.
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