e Boaters Who Fly and

autical MuSin s Airport Baggage Theft

o Star Gazing
* Hopes for 2006

Boaters also fly. There are many of us thatopened. It should then be sealed with a tie to preBelt” gives a stargazer the direction to shift his/her
enjoy boating in places other than our home watersvent further tampering since the baggage wawiew to another part of the sky and locate Polaris.
Some of us deliver boats and fly one way in thecleared and does not have to be checked further. I®ther stars perform a similar service. For instance,
process. One aspect of flying that is not included irthe future | will lock my baggage with small, light- find Cassiopeia and it points to Polaris. The mighty
the purchase of a ticket is the added expense of losgeight locks, and if security wishes to check theBig Dipper, also called the Big Bear or Ursa Major,
of baggage contents because of theft by airport pebag further, they will have my permission to cut theand the Little Dipper, referred to as Ursa Minor, all
sonnel. locks. If the locks have been cut, | will inspect thehelp to locate the “life-saving” Polaris.

Who pays? We all are aware of the need fobaggage prior to leaving the airport and make a Navigating by GPS and Chart Plotters is fine
tight security concerning baggage at airports. Bottclaim for any loss. The probability of a baggageand will definitely, when used properly and in
carry-on and stowed baggage must be screened foiandler caught slashing a bag or found carrying avorking order, get you to your destination, but
potentially dangerous material; for this reason weock cutter on the job is remote since this is too blaremember: the destination is only a small part of
are asked not to lock our checked baggage ttant a move and his/her employment is threatenedhe trip. The voyage itself is where all the beauty
enable the inspector to check any questionable |do not have the answers, but | believe that ifand memories come from.
object on the screen without holding up boardingall those passengers with small losses do not accept
and inconveniencing the passengers. These meatfiem as an additional cost of flying and voice their The 2005 boating season, except for those
ures seem quite acceptable except when we arriveoncern with the insurance carriers, the airlines anfishermen who were fortunate to take advantage of
at our destination and find some items missing. the Homeland Security Department, some actiora banner catch, in general is not looked back on

| was a victim of theft on a return flight from might be taken to alleviate the situation. with fond memories by most recreational boaters.
Florida on July 26, when someone helped himself Serious sailors enjoyed many blustery days on the
to a brand new, leather, Greek fisherman’s hat, with When we are youngsters, or romantic lovers,water, but the majority of boaters were kept off the
the sales tags still attached (value $39). On myve look at the heavens with wonder and offer flow-water by the very same winds and the high price of
return from Jamaica on February 23, my travelingery phrases dedicated to our love’s eyes or ethereélel. The rise in the volume of boats for sale indi-
companion arrived home with eight (8) CD casessoul. Those cruising on voyages spend countlessates that there are those who see “bad days
minus the CDs, which were packed in a zipperechours gazing at these heavenly lights and are filled’'comin.” Most likely these are not boaters, but
compartment in the baggage (value $120). Theswith a sense of being close to the Creator of such bhoat owners. True boaters have a wait and see atti-
losses may not be of large monetary value but arspectacle. They even put these tiny dots in the skiude, a “We've been there before” attitude. For a
of personal worth, and entry of the baggage forto use and set a course by them, steering througtkipper to say goodbye to a boat is like saying
illicit reasons leaves the owner with a definite the night with a particular star acting as a road sigrfarewell to a way of life, a close friend, a sanctuary
sense of feeling personally violated. to follow. Why, when we are at sea in the dark offrom the ordeals of every day living. No! | will not

Somehow there has to be a solution to thisnight and the sky is filled with millions of stars for join the ranks of the despondent. | look forward to
petty, and sometimes not so petty, theft that takethe offering, do we who boat in the bays andeach season as the beginning of a new voyage. |
place when the baggage handlers do their job loadsounds along the coast ignore these wonders argkpect Murphy to attempt to sink my seafaring
ing and unloading the planeSecurity also give no thought to their spiritual, aesthetical or truenature, but the love of boating and the people |
includes the protection of the passenger’shavigational value. meet throughout my adventures are more than
belongings. If the same handler can remove Simple constellations or groups of stars allowenough inspiration to “stand up and holler”.
items, what prevents them from adding an itenfor easy identification, for those educated in basic Let’s all look forward with great expectations
for smuggling or, worse, a potentially dangerousastronomy, of key stars that act as pointers. Théo a season that will give us memories to savor and
material? North Star, known as Polaris, has been used tfriends to remember them with.

If an inspector sees fit to open a piece ofguide voyagers in the northern hemisphere for hun-
luggage, it should be noted on a tag attached to igjreds of years, a practice that has probably save@apt Stan
notifying the owner that the bag was indeedmany lives. Recognizing Orion and his “Three Star

Mariner’s Marina and Yacht Sales

(609)698-1222 » 475 East Bay Avenue * Barnegat, NJ * Fax: (609)698-1469
OPEN: MON. - FRI. 9AM - 5PM ¢ SAT. 9AM - 5PM ¢ SUN. CLOSED

We are not just a trailer store, we are a Full Service Marina, on-the-water equipped
*Cash or Check Only! to haul, powerwash & fit boats properly with a new trailer. Y

LeapRiFe> “WHOLESALE TO THE PUBLIC” Tidewater

e We cannot be undersold on any
LOADRITE trailers...

¢ Trailers are complete with
Standard Factory Equipment...

¢ All trailers with TPR Non Scuff
Rollers...

¢ Don’t be fooled. All prices are
100% guaranteed*

by Captain Stan Glatzer

( Largest Stock of Trailers In New Jersey...Call For Pricing )
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