April comes in with the word that Jersey
anglers have been waiting on all winter long. The
new fluke regs are out, and though they’re not
pretty, they’re not as bad as they could have been.
The summer flounder regulations for 2007 are as
follows — an eight-fish bag limit and a 17-inch min-
imum size, with a season that runs from May 26 to
September 10. There. It’s done and we have to live
with it. It’s unfortunate that we will not be able to
fish the late-season fluke bite, which occurs big
time in Raritan Bay in September and October, and
it stinks that early season backbay flukers have to
wait until late May to start pulling on fish. In
essence, we have a three-month season. Striped
bass fishing in the backwaters opened up again on
March 1, and by the time you read this, we should
have a good gauge on how the 60-day winter floun-
der season is going to be.: three months for fluke,
just 60 days for winter flounder. When will the
madness and ramrodding end for the recreational
angler?

North Jersey

Alright, bass season is open and April
means some intense bank fishing in Raritan Bay.
The hot spots to hit will be Cliffwood Beach, Union
Beach and Pebble Beach, as sod bank fishermen
will be driving metal sand spikes into the sedges to

cast out fresh bunker chunks,
clams and mackerel strips into
the underwater labyrinth of sod
banks. Fishfinder rigs work very
well here, with bank sinkers the
best-designed weights to use to
avoid hang-ups. Stripers should
be pinning bunker schools close
to shore, and even pluggers will
be able to get in on the action,
tossing big-lipped swimmers
into the fracas to pull on some
quality 15-to 30-pound
linesiders. The bank fishing
here really turns on in April and
will last well into May. Those
who have their boats in the |
water already will be happy to
know that the Keyport Flats
usually offers up the first real
shot at catching dozens of
stripers because the flatwaters
hold the linesiders there to
warm up and feed.

With the 60-day season in place, winter flounder
fishermen had better maximize their time out on the
water, and in Raritan Bay flounder-pounders should
be concentrating on the backwater areas of the Mor-
gan Creek flats, Keyport flats, and any small, shal-
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Nlce ling on the left tips the
scales on its schoolmate.
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low waters that run from 6 to 12
feet, since the blackbacks will
be sunning themselves in the
shallows to warm up. Right
now, the waters are as warm as
they were for the 2001-2002
| season, and that year saw some
excellent activity with the floun-
der already on the move and ag-
gressively feeding in March.
Let’s hope for the same situa-
tion. Flounder-pounders will
also want to target the Navesink
and Shrewsbury rivers for the

H !E flatfish will be stacking up in-
ﬁ}@‘ side the rivers as they wait to

I exit the bay. Once again, de-

pending on how warm the water
is, they could stick inside the
rivers late, or you may find them
already out of the rivers by the
start of the season. Go with
what you find and adapt ac-
cordingly.

For bottom fishermen, the months of
February and March ended up as excellent and
though there was a little lull in activity on ling
when the arctic temps ran through in mid-Febru-
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QUOTE
REQUEST

* COMMERCIAL VESSELS
* OWNER/OPERATED

(Clammers, Lobstermen, Etc.)

* MARINA’'s BOAT DEALERS

* HULL LIMITS Up To $400,000 * LIABILITY Up To 1 Million,
* AGREED/STATED Value * MACHINERY DAMAGE Coverage

e Pleasure Yachts ¢ Sailboats * Houseboats
e Boats & Jet-Ski * Rentals & Operations
WATERSPORTS COVERAGE, PARASAILING, WATERSKIING, Etc...
* 6-PAC & Owner Operated CHARTERS
e AUTO & HOMEOWNERS PACKAGES

Private or Pleasure Use Only Y/N
VESSEL INFORMATION

Name: D.0OB Age:

Address: DRYV Record

City: State: Zip:

Phone: work () home: ()

Occupation Yr. Boating Exp. Yr. Boat Owner

Last Vessel Owned/Operated Safe Boat/ CG / PS Course Y/N
Current Ins Co. Premium

Lay up Period to Ashore Afloat

Navigation Area Ocean Use Y/N  More than 5% Y/N

Do You Have A Current Survey Y/N

RECREATIONAL VEHICLE PROGRAMS: MOTORHOMES,

(Jet-Ski, Snowmobiles, Motorcycles)
K TRAILERS, MOBILE HOMES, Etc.

Website:www.Specializedinsurance.com

Florida # 727-697-3INS
MON. - FRI. 9 AM - 5 PM

Agent and broker appointments available.
Licensed in: NY, NJ, FL, PA, CT, VA, MD, SC, MI, DE, Etc.
NEW ADDRESS:
204 Route 112, Patchogue, NY 11772

SPECIALIZED INSURANCE

631-758-6780 outside NY 1-800-RV-INS75

4

Year: Manufacturer: Live Aboard
Model: Length: Beam:
Hull Material Hull Type Weight
Mooring Address Purchase Date
J Purchase Price Top Speed Fuel Capacity
Engines: U Gas O Diesel U Electric Year_ Manufacturer
No. of Engines H.P.Each Jet Propulsion c.c. size

Type: U Inboard U Inboard/Outhoard O Outboard O Auxiliary (Sailboats) U None
Equipment: O Auto Fire Ext O Radar O DepthFinder 3 VHFRadio O GPS O Loran

O Fume Detector O Burglar Alarm O Compass O Epirb O I/O Lock O Prop Hub Lock
O Smoke Detector ([ Trailer Ball/Axel Lock

Coverage / Limits: Boat Value $ Liability Limit
Hull Deductible Outboard Value Trailer

Spillage Other Opt. Coverage

---------------------------J
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