by Captain Stan Glatzer

The Most
Rewarding Gift

“Daddy, what did you bring
me?” Since we were tiny tots we
looked at a gift as a token of affec-
tion from the giver. The greater the
quantity of gifts, the more we felt
the giver liked us. Sometimes we
even received a gift that had a re-
ally honest sense of value to us,
things that we remembered and
cherished for many years - our first
doll, our first two-wheel bike, our
first pet, and for some of us, our
first pair of long pants or long
dress. Looking back, though, we
notice that almost all of the gifts
were tangible possessions that
eventually were broken or lost and
are with us no more.

On a very rare occasion we
were given a gift that we were able
to carry with us for the rest of our
life. These gifts had value above
and beyond the monetary value of
tangible possessions. Our remem-
brances of a special person that
gave us his or her time and either
helped us solve a situation or
taught us a skill or fact that we kept
with us for the rest of our life long
out-live any tangible gift. These
were gifts that we could use to en-
hance our lives and maybe pass on to
others and, in doing so, enrich their
lives, as well as ours, with the act of
giving.

Religious leaders tell us that
the act of giving gives us our great-
est joy. To many, the way to im-
mortality is to give of one’s
knowledge, to teach another so that
our acts are continued. I have
found that giving my services as a
volunteer to the community for all
the blessings I receive as a citizen
of this country is a most rewarding
venture.

For some, volunteering at
hospitals and church charity func-
tions or as environmental activist is
their way of serving. Others who
have a leaning toward a more phys-
ical activity become volunteer fire-
men, EMS rescue workers, or as |
have chosen, a US Coast Guard
Auxiliarist.

I discovered that the US Coast
Guard Auxiliary offered me the op-
portunity to combine the two as-
pects of teaching and adventure
and presented me with a sense of
fulfillment in accomplishing the act
of serving the community to which

I belong.

Owning a boat in and of itself
is a rewarding experience. We
boaters are well aware of the joys
that come with being on the water
and having the whole gamut of wa-
terside activities available to us.
The pleasure we receive by fishing,
water-skiing, tubing, voyaging or
just plain being on the water to
watch a sunrise or sunset is enor-
mous. There is a terrific satisfac-
tion in learning new skills and
applying them in assisting others
who are in need of that assistance.
Safety Patrols performed by volun-
teers on their own vessels while
under specific US Coast Guard or-
ders permit the Skipper to enjoy the
time afloat and after having re-
ceived proper training, add to the
pleasure by enabling the Skipper to
aid a less fortunate boater to extri-
cate him/her from what might be a
dangerous predicament. There is
no greater pleasure than knowing
you have had the chance to act as a
“hero” and that you did so success-
fully.

Heroes are not only involved
in a physically challenging effort.
There are instances where mental
and emotional coolness is the most
important requirement. As a radio
operator or watch stander, you can
assist the Coast Guard by freeing
up a “Coastie” to be available for
sea duty and being the voice on the
air that answers boaters’ calls re-
questing information or guiding a
skipper through an emergency with
confident and knowledgeable in-
structions. The final “Thanks,
Coast Guard” that you receive at
the end of the episode is most re-
warding.

The recognition attained
through passing on one’s wisdom
is achieved when, as a Coast Guard
Auxiliary instructor, you conduct
Boater Safety classes in all nauti-
cal aspects from boat selection to
boat handling, radio communica-
tion, coastal piloting, GPS and
more.

For those individuals who
prefer to operate in an investigative
capacity, the Auxiliary offers the
opportunity to cruise the inland wa-
ters, back-bays, creeks and inlets as
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2005 200 RU 67" ......ccevnnns
— 2006 270 Air 89" ..........
Inflatables 2008 310 Air 10°2"

Boats are brand new, in the hox w/pump, 2006 270 Hyp. 8'9"..........
repair kit oars, carrybag, and seat 2006 310 Hyp. 10°2".........
Why Pay List When You CanBuy 2005 340 Hyp. 11°2"........

For Below Dealer Cost 2005 340 Sport 112"

ALL MODELS ON SALE

END OF SEASON CLEARANCE

All Boats In Stock & Available For Immediate Delivery

SeaCraft

150hp Merc., F&P $26,995
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215 Fth
150hp Merc., F&P. 1 new Leitover $38,995

3.0L 135hp Mercury, trailer
CG Pky, Frt.& Prep $20,995

19'10”, 150hp Optimax Merc.
G Pkg. Frt. & Prep $21,295

220hp Merc. 5.0L, FaP
$26,995

ACT NOW AND SAVE

Easy Financing Available!

19-11 Cross Bay Blvd.,
Broad Channel, NY 11693
718-945-4377

MERCURY

333 West Montauk Hwy.
Lindenhurst, NY 11757
631-225-0311

www.bustersmarine.com
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www.liboatingworld.com
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