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Carle Place/Long Island ........168 Glen Cove Rd. (2 blocks N. of Old Country Rd) ................(516) 877-1978

Massapequa..............................6200 Sunrise Hwy. ..................................................................(516) 541-6811

Stony Brook /Long Island ......2308 Nesconset Hwy ..............................................................(631) 751-8524

We Carry A Complete Line Of ZODIAC Inflatable & Rigid Bottom Boats!

YOUR ZODIAC HEADQUARTERS!

ZODIAC OF LONG ISLAND

Boater’s World makes every effort to keep this advertisement free of error, typographical or otherwise; however,

any error is subject to correction. Boater’s World reserves the right to limit quantities. All rights reserved.

Boating Made Better!

shop from home at:

Visit us at boatersworldstores.com

Come In and See Our 

Assortment of

Sunglasses

C-Mates Now your favorite 

Costas with built in magnifiers!

Star*Tron increases fuel economy and power,

prevents fuel oxidation, and stabilizes fuel

chemistry for at least 12 months.  

Gasoline

Additive

Prices Starting at 

$

10
99

Prices Starting at

$

9
99

$

19
99

Eliminates and prevents 

ethanol fuel problems

CRC Engine Stor 

Fogging Fluid

13 oz.

$

3
99

• Protects outboard motors, marine

engines, and other internal 

combustion engines

EZ-To-Store EZ-To-Start

Gasoline Storage Additive/Stabilizer

Buy 1 case of Camco

Antifreeze (6 Gallons) and

a Camco Do-It-Yourself

Winterizing Kit and

By Mail. Offer ends 10-31-07

Boater’s World

Gift Card

get a

$

10

Extra Corrosion

Protection

SAVE $15!

YOUR WINTERIZATION HEADQUARTERS!

No Damp

Dehumidifier

12 oz $7.99

36 oz $13.99

Guest Battery Pal

Maintenance

Charger

$

24
99

• Keeps your 12v batteries factory

fresh without overcharging 

• Great for long storage

Caframo True

North Heater 

• 3 different standard heat settings

(600, 900 and 1500 W) 

• Built in 

thermostat 

$

69
99

Fishfinder 340C 

• Dual frequency 400 watts (RMS) • See-Thru

®

technology

• Auto Gain setting adjusts sonar sensitivityautomatically 

• Water temperature log and graph  • Battery voltage indicator 

• Round flasher display mode and A-scope 

• 2X and 4X automatic and manual zoom 

$

499
99

NOW!

$

29
99

Compare at $79.99

Reel     Line Cap.       Action

DZ65     280 yds / 15#   7' 1pc. Med. Hvy

An excellent choice for all

anglers, from beginners to

seasoned "old salts"

Diezel  7' Boat/Pier 

Spinning Combo

• Has a natural presentation in

action, scent and taste

• Baits swim in a powerful

attractant

GULP!! Alive 6"

Sandworm 18 oz. 

Outer Banks Lip

Grip N’ Weigh

• Made out of 420 stainless steel

• Co-polymer grip insures that 

comfort while handling the 

big ones

15lb scale

$

59
99

50lb scale

$

79
99

Waterproof/Breathable 

Boating Outerwear

Jackets

$

59
99

Trouser 

or Bibs

$

49
99

100% waterproof 

taped seams. 

Men's sizes 

S - 2X.

IM-4 Foul

Weather

Gear

New Lower

Prices!

The headline on the front page of

the May 16, 1934 issue of The New York
Times read “Olympic Sinks Lightship in

Fog; 7 Die, 4 Rescued off Nantucket.” The

day before, the White Star Liner Olympic,

sister ship to the Titanic, 800-plus feet

long, loomed out of a thick fog en route to

New York and struck the 133-foot Nan-

tucket lightship at anchor 40-plus miles

southeast of the famed island, sinking her

and taking four crew members down with

her. Another three men were picked up out

of the sea, but died later aboard the

Olympic.

Lightship 117, built in

Charlestown, SC and finished in 1930, was

part of a six ship rebuilding program to re-

place older light vessels with more modern

ones. According to the Times article, she

took up her very dangerous station at 69-37

X 40-37 later that year, literally a target that all large

ships inbound for Boston or New York aimed toward,

drawn in the thick fog by a powerful siren. The

Boston shipping would pass her on their port sides,

New York ships on their starboard sides, sometimes

coming all too close.

On January 6, 1934, the liner Washington,

at the time the largest ever built in the U.S., side-

swiped the 117, carrying away a boat davit, wireless

rigging and mast grating, scraping against the 117
three times before moving past. Imagine the tension

of that duty, alone on a foggy sea, especially at night

as ships many times your size moved past, all the

while seeking your fog siren on a black night.

The Olympic hit the lightship about 10 a.m.

Ten minutes later boats were lowered, picking up

both the living and those either dead or almost so

from the ordeal. By 11:30 no more survivors could be

found, the boats searching that time in a still-thick

fog that plagued the remainder of the voyage all the

way east to the Fire Island Light vessel.

After being notified by wireless of the dis-

aster, the Coast Guard dispatched the Argo from

Woods Hole, MA to the scene as temporary replace-

ment for the stricken 117, which went to the

bottom in about 200 feet of water, not to be

seen by human eyes until 64 years later. As

the years went by, commercial dragger cap-

tains found the wreck the hard way, drag-

ging their nets on the bottom, snagging on

to the wreck, losing their gear, and record-

ing the obstruction in their log books.

As a side note to the lightship’s

lying on the bottom all those years, I’ve

read two magazine accounts of Navy boats

depth-charging a target on the bottom dur-

ing WWII that they thought was a German

U-boat. When oil and old debris floated to

the surface, captains then assumed, by their

approximate position, that they mistakenly

had hit the wreck of the 117. But, diver ac-

counts later proved this not to be the case.

What they did hit, we think, was the Danish

merchant ship Blommersydk, sunk by the U-
53 back in 1916, that observation made by the man-

gled condition of that wreck versus that of the sunken

lightship.

The next person to enter into the lightship’s

history, according to long-time party boat captain Frank

Blount of Point Judith, RI, was legendary skipper Paul

Forsberg of Montauk. Paul located a wreck with the

help of Loran A, nicknaming it the “Mitey Mouse” be-

cause like the cartoon character it saved what was a bad

fishing trip, turning it into a productive one.

by Tim Coleman

Artist rendition of the “Olympic” striking the Nantucket 
Lightship at roughly 10 a.m. in thick fog on May 15, 1934.

Illustration courtesy of the late Paul Morris.

continued on page 22




